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RCL BRANCH 614 REPORTS

President’s Report

2008 has gone and left us and I hope all was not bad and that our future has a positive outlook. I hope
everyone had a good Christmas and I would like to wish all a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

Seven months of this term has gone and there are five more to go. I can say this about the first seven
months. I have the right to feel proud about what this executive has accomplished as a unit and know that
they are not done yet. I have the right to feel proud that our membership has responded and encouraged
us to keep going forward. I can feel proud that we have one organization working together in the building
and not three organizations in one building working against each other. I can feel proud that we have
members stepping forward and volunteering their help when and where ever possible. I can feel proud
that we have outsiders coming into the Branch and letting us know how friendly our Branch is. I guess
you can guess that I am proud to be a member of Branch 614 and I sincerely hope that all members feel
the same.

There are a lot of thank you’s deserved at this time and I am not going to try to cover them all. I would
first like to thank my executive for their tremendous job they have done up till now. I would like to thank
our staff for their efforts to get the job done. I would again like to thank the people who have helped me
along on this trip. I would like to thank our seniors group for their donation of $ 3000.00. I would like to
thank our Ladies Auxiliary for their fine efforts and their donation of $ 500.00. I would like to thank
Phyllis and the Euchre group for their donation of $ 400.00. I would like to thank Thursday Darts for our
new dart boards. I would like to thank Jack Harper and his group on the great Poppy Campaign this
year.

And a final thank you to all our newest members for joining or transferring to our Branch. You and
other people like yourself are our surviving blood line.

As you read above you will realized I might have missed someone and if it was you I am sorry and accept
my sincere thank you. Sometimes the old mind just goes blank and please, not all of you agree at once.

My final thought to all members, this is your Branch and this executive is working for you. Please help us
by giving us your opinions, your ideas, your support and your help in anyway you may be capable of
doing.

Wayne Hayes
President

Treasurers Report

Unfortunately, at the time of publishing, November data was the most current final period available to
discuss for this report, leaving what appears to be a good month of December to be presented at a later
date. On the positive, November 2008 is the mid point of our year and provides some very good insight on
the Branch activity. I will address the specifics of our financial situation later in this report. First
however, as a not-for-profit entity, it is any Branch’s responsibility to manage both their income and
expenses to ensure that their Branch remains viable in that it is able to cover all the costs involved in
running the Branch, but at the same time manage the prices being charged to the members for the
services provided by the Branch to ensure a fair return for all active members. An alternative to this
comment is that both too much and not enough profit essentially presents the same problem for any
Branch. Contingencies have to be accounted for when planning both income and expenses for any year.
The building has to be maintained and eventually all equipment will have to be replaced. Branch 614 has
a building that is in relative terms ‘in good shape’ but the age of the building combined with the age of
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most of the equipment states the undeniable fact that repairs and replacements are upon us each year.
Planning or budgeting for these major repairs and equipment purchases are only possible when allowed
for over an extended period of time to minimize the impact to any fiscal period. And this is only possible
when the Branch is able to set aside the necessary contingencies out of their annual operations. Where do
we stand at the mid-point of this current business year? To date through November we have realized a
decrease in gross operating profit of approximately 17.5% as compared to the same period last year. The
greatest portion of this decrease can be found in the hall rental and functions. This matter is self
explanatory. With functions down there is a significant impact on our revenue streams. The remainder of
the financial report leaves little to discuss in the running of the Branch. The Bar Sales combined with the
associated costs and the Operating Expenses year over year show minimal change. It would not be
reasonable to suggest that cost cutting in either of these areas is possible as we are running very lean
right now. To summarize, Branch 614 is tracking to a modest bottom line for the end of this fiscal period,
whether it is positive or negative. The modest bottom line results in little or no contingency for the year,
and in fact signifies that the reserve account that we currently have may be necessary to maintain only to
cover potential short falls in annual operations.

Ray Johnston
Treasurer — Branch 614

Membership Chairperson’s Report

As we all know me and a number of other people (too many names to mention) have been working very
hard to increase the membership here at 614. In the past few months we have brought in approximately
20 new members.

I was very disappointed the other day when Wayne and I were working on the membership renewals to
find that we only have 299 members renewed for 2009.That’s out of over 600 members now I’m not
counting our new members because they are not renewals at this time. We need the members of this
branch to support us. There is no point in getting new members if the old members are not supporting
the Legion. We are now only replacing the numbers lost with the new ones. And that’s not the point of
recruiting new members. We all work very hard to keep this place alive and we can’t do it on our own.
Each renewal helps just a little to keep our branch going.

If you haven’t renewed for 2009 by December 2008 you are no longer a member in good standing, so
please drop your cheque or cash off at the bar as soon as possible so I can get them processed and on the
way to Dominion Command and bring yourself back to a member in good standing. If you have, not
renewed, you will no longer receive the Legion Magazine.

June Hayes
Membership Chair

To any member that feels that it’s time for an award please fill in the little form below and ask
the bar steward to put it in the black Membership Box

Name Phone
Address City Postal Code
Membership Number Years of Service
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Service Officer’s Report
Comrades All,

Another year has just slipped by and I am sure the older you get the faster time flies.

This year has been quite successful. Veterans Affairs has eased up a lot as far as requirements are
concerned. Example. Veterans who were in Canadian Service during the war, but were not overseas,
could qualify for benefits. At least eight Veterans were accepted or helped this past year through our
Branch. I am getting fewer calls for assistance lately and this could indicate that most WW11 Canadian
Veterans are on the V.I.P. program although I am sure there are still some Veterans out there are not.

Unfortunately it is different for the widows of Veterans who were not on the program at the time of their
husband’ demise. If you know someone in this position, please give me a call and we can try to help.

On November 26, 2008 I had the privilege of representing Branch 614 as a judge to help select a new
Regiment Sergeant Major for the 1888-1932 Combat Engineer Regiment Cadet Corp. A Regimental
Sergeant Major (RSM) in short, is the most senior non commissioned member in the regiment or in this
case the most senior cadet in corps. He or she is primarily responsible for maintaining standards and
discipline in the corps. This is a huge responsibility for a 16 or 17 year old youth.

All three interviewed were quite capable of filling this position... If you saw the talent and listened to
these candidates and their cadet training they have a great future.

Branch 614 is a regular sponsor of this corps through our Poppy Fund and they in turn are very helpful
with our annual Poppy Campaign.

Wishing you a belated Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Ray Cameron
Service Officer

Poppy Chairman Report

I would like to thank the fifty or more comrades who made this year's Poppy Campaign a very successful
drive. What makes me feel is when someone says “Jack you did a good job”. I say thanks but it was not
just me. If not for all the comrades with their belief and support this would not have happened.

To mention everyone by name would take to much space in this report and I am sure I would miss
someone. However I would be remiss if I didn’t say thanks to Ray Cameron Trevor Strong and especially
Rosemary Hiscock.

In parting I would like to thank all the donors. The schools, the churches the Ladies Auxiliary, the Army
Cadets and the Air Cadets.

I would like to recommend that since our senior Veterans are rapidly getting fewer each year that our
younger comrades take up the torch as we will need new replacements if we are to make the Poppy
Campaign a success.

For those people who have been asking, we realized donations of $43,716.02. A 30% increase over last
year. I know we can better this with more help next year.

Again a big thanks.

Poppy Chairman
Jack Harper
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Sick and Visiting Report

Hello Comrades. It is a week before Christmas as I am writing this report. I would like to send to each
of you my warmest wishes for a holiday filled with friendly greetings, warm reunions, loving moments
with your Family and friends and happy memories to cherish always. Good health and happiness are
wished for each of you throughout the coming New Year for 2009. Thank you for your continued
support as I fulfill my role doing the Sick and Visiting.

Many of you have submitted a variety of cards for use while I am visiting the ill. Each person that I
visit is so appreciative of the beautiful cards and the best wishes that are sent to them. Thank you to all
those Comrades who have put cards into my mailbox and some of you has done it anonymously and so
now I would like to thank you here. We continue to remind our Comrades that we do care about them
and they have not been forgotten. Thank you to the person who also gave me a beautiful poem which I
am hoping to share with others.

I continue to do my visits as often as I am able. I thoroughly enjoy bringing a smile to the faces of those
that are confined. During my last visit, I gave each of our Comrades a Legion card, a Christmas card
and a little crystal tree as a remembrance from all of us here.

Herb Baker, our first President of Branch 614, continues to mourn the loss of his beloved wife, Joan. 1
call him on the phone often as well as visit with him in his home. Herb loves the company and we chat
and have tea and dessert. He continues to state that he will return to our Branch when he is ready. Once
again, thank you to all those people who have called Herb and have visited with him. It means a great
deal to him and he thanks all of you.

Bill and Edith Hughes continue to reside at Craiglee Nursing Home. Bill always enjoys our visits and he
says that I always keep him talking about a variety of topics. I tell him that it is good because I am
learning a lot from him. Bill talked about his days as a Flight Sergeant and how when he was in Burma,
he met many missionaries. Bill is a book of knowledge and his memory continues to be sharp as he
recollects so many incidents. As I was leaving, Bill noticed my musical notes on my scarf. He
immediately went to his cupboard and offered me his scarf, thinking that he would not need it any
longer. I quickly reminded him that he does go on outings and that he would need it. Bill is a true
gentleman!

We had a wonderful visit with Doug Ganton at Sunnybrook Veterans Residence. When we arrived, Doug
took my right hand and gently planted a kiss. Dougy was in such positive spirits and he gave us his usual
chuckles and humorous stories. Many activities were planned for the Christmas season and Doug was
looking forward to being an active participant. He enjoyed looking at his Legion card and his Christmas
card from our Branch. Doug sends his regards to all.

Don Aitken was waiting for me at the door of Cedarbrook Lodge. We sat and talked for a long time
about Don's days when he was in the Air Force. After a while we decided to go for a walk around to look
at the various activities that were planned for Christmas. I encouraged Don to sign up for the activities
that he was interested in and he assured me that he would. At the Lodge there are two birds that are in a
cage along with a write up about each one. Hopefully Don will continue to show an interest in them as
they do make a beautiful sound.

John and Grace Jeffery are presently going through a transitional process. They are now both at Leisure
World at 130 Midland Avenue.

It is with sadness that I am reporting that Dawna Bounds passed away on Monday, December 22, 2008
Monica Shortell is at Trilogy Long Term Care Centre. She has not been feeling very well for the past
while. However, Monica does remain in positive spirits and we enjoy our visits together. Somehow
Monica always manages to laugh and is determined to visit our Branch again.
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Janet Wells is at Shepherd Terrace. She remains in good spirits and takes an active interest in the
planned activities and outings. Janet keeps herself physically fit by exercising, swimming and walking.
We always have a nice visit and a few laughs.

Our Comrades who are ill wish to thank you for the phone calls, cards and visits. You make their life a
happier one.

I have had a couple of names added to my list and I will be visiting with them soon.

On Sunday, December 14, 2008, I was honoured to take part in the delivering of Legion blankets to the
Veterans at Sunnybrook. The Veterans were delighted to see Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus and to hear all
of us sending greetings their way. The Pipe Band also played beautiful music for them as we marched
throughout the halls. The smiles on our Vets faces and the tears in their eyes showed how grateful they
were. It was a day that I will always cherish.

"The greatest sweetener of human life is friendship. Treasure your relationships, not your possessions.
Friends share laughter, tears, dreams, disappointments... and everything in between".

Always remember that someone cares.

Thank you Comrades for caring.

Yours in Comradeship,
Deanna Aspden
Sick and Visiting

Tony Stacey Centre For Veterans Care Walk-A-Thon

I would like to give a short message about the Tony Stacey Centre Walk-A-Thon. Our Zone 5 raised
around the $5000.00 this year and our walkers had a big part of this. Congratulations again people. I
hope that Branch 614 will have a few more walkers next year.

Wayne Hayes
Walk-A-Thon Chairman

LADIES AUXILIARY

We would like to thank each and everyone for the support you have all given to us since our start up in
March.

We have had a few busy months I’m sure that the girls and guys have peeled approximately 500 Ibs of
potatoes in December alone. We had some very successful events such as the Seniors Christmas Dinner,
the Euchre Christmas dinner and luncheon along with 200 Army Cadets as well as 149 Air Cadets for
their Christmas Mess Dinner. New Years was a huge success and I know all the coming events will be just
as grand.

I again would like to THANK everyone for their support on the Ladies first bazaar with out the help you
all gave to us we couldn’t have done it.

June Hayes
Ladies Auxiliary
President
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LAST POST

Lest We Forget

They shall not grow old
As we that are left grow
old
Age shall not werary
themv
Nor the yeas condems
At the going doww of
the sun
And in the morning
We will remember thew
“We will remember
thew”

down of the sun,

We Wil
and in the.morning ’Rewl.eynber

Lest We Forget We will

remembert them .
Dawna Bounds

Marion Tremblett

In prayer to you this day, O God, we commemorate the
service and sacrifice of our fellow countrymen and women
in the Battle of the Atlantic.

We give humble and hearty thanks that in our Country’s hour
of need, your great gift of courage was so freely bestowed to that
generation of Canadians upon whose shoulders would rest the
mantle of security for their home and native land.

We commend to you in prayer those of their fellows here present at
this ceremony; respectfully acknowledging their legacy of honourable
service to Crown and Country and remaining steadfast in our
determination to follow their good example.

But most especially, we remember before you all those who, having
selflessly dedicated themselves to the protection of their country in
the terrible turmoil of battle on the seas and in the air, were called
into your nearer presence and are at peace.

Rest eternal grant unto them, O God, and may light perpetual

shine upon them.

For they shall not grow old as we that are left grow old,
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn;
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,

We shall remember them.
Amen.




Branch 614

Weekly Activities

January, February, March 2009

Listed below are activities that go on throughout the year. At this time I have tried to inform you as to
which are going through the summers months and the ones that will resume in the fall. If there is
something on this list that you are interested in, please check at the branch and you will find a contact

name for each activity.

Activity Day Time
Ladies Darts Monday 1.30pm
Mixed Dart Leagues Tuesday 7:15 pm - 9:30 pm
Line Dancing Lessons Tuesday 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Euchre Tuesday 7:15 pm - 9:30 pm
Seniors Carpet Bowling Wednesday & Thursday 9:30 am - 11:30 am
Karaoke & Dancing Danny Mak Wednesday 8:00 pm - 10:30 pm
Cribbage Thursday 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Bid Euchre Thursday 12:45 pm - 3:00 pm
Karaoke & Dancing Carlos Friday 8:00 pm - 12:30 am
Corn Hole (New Game) Club Room Saturday 12.30pm — 2.30pm
Swing Dancing Lessons Thursday 7.00pm — 9.00pm
Meat Roll Saturday 3.00pm — 4.30pm
Disc Jockey & Dancing Saturday 8:30 pm - 12:30 am
Karaoke & Dancing Carlos Sunday 3.00 pm — 8.00 pm

Saturday Night Dance Disc Jockeys

This list is as of printing time and could change. Please check the Branch for updated calendar.

January 10, 2009
January 17, 2009

January 24, 2009- Brad Snell
January 31, 2009 Bill Van Huyse
February 7, 2009 Paul Evans

February 14, 2009
February 21, 2009

Special Events

Grant Smead
Lilian Charkow

Lilian Charkow
Grant Smead

February 28, 2009
March 7, 2009
March 14, 2009
March 21, 2009
March 28, 2009

Larry McCallen
Paul Evans

Ron Whitworth
John Sigvaldason
Brad Snell

General Meeting January 18, 2009 1.00pm Also Pub Day after General Meeting DJ Bill Van Huyse
Robbie Burns Night Saturday, January 24, 2009. Hosted by Ladies Auxiliary DJ Grant Smead
Chinese New Years Party, Sunday, February 1, 2009

Valentine Dinner & Dance, Saturday, February 14, 2009 DJ Bill Van Huyse
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St Patrick’s Day Dinner & Dance, Saturday, March 14, 2009 DJ Grant Smead

General & Nominations Meeting March 15, 2009 1.00pm Also Pub Day after General Meeting
District Public Speaking Finals, Saturday, April 18, 2009 12.30pm

Neil Diamond Tribute show Saturday April 18, 2009 8.00pm

Annual & Elections Meeting May 24, 2009 1.00pm Also Pub Day after General Meeting

MEMBER’S CORNER

This is a new area for our new bulletin that is designated as the “Members Corner”. This is your area to express
your opinions, share your event photos or just sound off. As long as the content is not immoral or illegal we will
do our best to include it as space permits.

The editor reserves the right to edit content as deemed necessary. Contributors must agree to have their name
accompany the article. Please send in your notices to the branch or e-mail me at this address
wayne@arrowspeed.ca.

On Sunday, December 14, 2009 several members of our Branch plus other Branches attended the
Christmas Gift giving to the Veteran’s at Sunnybrook Hospital. District A bought Legion Blankets for
every Veteran in the K and L wings. As a group and with the Pipers, Drummer, Santa and his Better
Half we travelled the halls of history and gave each Vet their blanket and wishing them a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year and they are thanking us for this small thing. It was very easy to say
No Sir, we thank you. If not for you we might not be here now. This was June and myself second
Christmas doing this and it was as a tremendous feeling last year and the same deep feeling was again
with us this year. A few of our of members experienced this feeling as well on their first trip this year and
I am sure they will be in line to do it again next year.

I also found it very hard walking through halls and trying to image what these people went through
during the war. The nightmares that they brought home with them. The memories of their comrades
dying next to them. Could I or would I have been that brave to place myself in that kind of horror. I
really think a great deal more about it now that I belong to Royal Canadian Legion and I know my wife
and myself will do as much as possible to give thanks to all Veterans and honor our oath to the Royal
Canadian Legion

We were also involved in a small way in a project that Branch 617 had put forth called Operation Cover-
up. We purchased and donated quilts to this Project for the Veterans at the Tony Stacey Centre.
Although we could not be with the group we heard that the Vets truly enjoyed their blankets as well.
June and enjoyed shopping for these quilts as much as we did for our grand children. It really does give a
good feeling inside.

Wayne Hayes
RCL Branch 614 Humour Corner

This is a Members section and if you have some good clean family joke or a funny short story, please let
us know and we may use it in this area if space allows. Anyone submitting to this section must agree to
have their name listed as the person sending it in. E-mail wayne@arrowspeed.ca

Ninety Year Old Confession

An elderly man walks into a confessional. The following conversation ensues:

Man: "I am 92 years old, have a wonderful wife of 70 years, Children, grandchildren, and great
grandchildren.

Yesterday, I picked up two college girls, hitchhiking. We went to a motel, where I had sex with each of
them three times."

Priest: "Are you sorry for your sins?"

Man: "What sins?"
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Priest: "What kind of a Catholic are you?"

Man: "I'm Jewish."

Priest: '""Why are you telling me all this?"

Man: "I'm 92 years old . . . I'm telling everybody!"

Subject: Piper joke

As a young piper, I was asked by a funeral director to play at a

grave-side service for a homeless man, with no family or

friends. The funeral was to be held at a cemetery way back in the

Country and this man would be the first to be laid to rest there.

As I was not familiar with the backwoods area I became lost and being

a typical man did not stop for directions. I finally arrived an hour late and

saw the backhoe and the crew who were eating lunch but the hearse was

no where in sight. I apologized to the workers for my tardiness, and stepped

to the side of the open grave where I saw the vault lid already in place.

I assured the workers I would not hold them up for long, but this was the proper
thing to do. The workers gathered around, still eating their lunch, I played out
my heart and soul. As I played the workers began to weep so I played and

I played, like I'd never played before: From My Home, The Lord is my Shepherd
and Flowers of the Forest. I closed the lengthy session with Amazing Grace

and walked to my car. As I was opening the door and taking off my coat,

I overheard one of the workers saying to another, 'Lard Jeezuz b'y’ I never

seen nothin' like that before and I've been putting in septic tanks for twenty years.'

Seniors Bus Trip

A tour bus driver is driving with a bus load of seniors down a highway when he is tapped on his shoulder
by a little old lady. She offers him a handful of peanuts which he gratefully munches up.

After about 15 minutes, she taps him on his shoulder. She hands him another handful of peanuts. She
repeats this gesture about five more times.

When she is about to hand him another batch again he asks the little old lady, why don't you eat the
peanuts yourself? '"We can't chew them because we've no teeth', she replied.

The puzzled driver asks, 'Why do you buy them then?' The old lady replied, 'We just love the chocolate
around them.'

Sent In By Robert Crone

Grandma's Boyfriend

A 5-year-old boy went to visit his grandmother one day. Playing with his toys in her bedroom

while grandma was dusting, he looked up and said 'Grandma, how come

you don't have a boyfriend now that Grandpa went to heaven?' Grandma

replied, 'Honey, my TV is my boyfriend. I can sit in my bedroom and watch it all day long.

The religious programs make me feel good and the comedies make me laugh. I'm happy with my

TV as my boyfriend.' Grandma turned on the TV, and the reception was terrible. She started adjusting
the knobs trying to get the picture in focus. Frustrated, she started hitting the backside of the TV hoping
to fix the problem. The little boy heard the doorbell ring, so he hurried to open the door and there stood
Grandma's minister. The minister said, 'Hello son, is your Grandma home?' The

little boy replied, 'Yeah, she's in the bedroom bangin' her boyfriend.' The minister fainted.

Sent in By Anna Wilkins-McCallan
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President
Ist Vice President

2nd Vice President

3rd Vice President
Secretary
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Imm. Past President

Executive Committee

Sergeant-At Arms
Poppy

Ways & Means
Entertainment
Service Officer
Sports
Membership

Honors & Awards

Public Relations Office

Youth Education
Hall Liaison
Track & Field
Walkathon
Seniors Liaison
Regalia

Building & Grounds

Bar Chairmen

Finance Committee
Wayne Hayes Chin Tam Benny Tam  Bill Baker

Bulletin
Cadet Liaison
Sick Visiting
Padre
Chaplains

Branch 614 Office

Office
Office Fax
Operations Manager

Bar Stewards
Office E-Mail

Branch 614

Wayne Hayes
Chin Tam
Heather Vanslack
George West
Shirley Reeves
Ray Johnston
John Harris

Frank Yip
Jack Harper
Brenda Tam
John Fung
Ray Cameron
Peter Vanslack
June Hayes

Executive & Standing Committees

Shirley Reeves
John Fung
Heather Vanslack
June Hayes
Heather Vanslack
Wayne Hayes
Trevor Strong
June Hayes

John Harris

John Harris

Wayne Hayes
George West
Deanna Aspden
Prue Chambers

Sheila Harris/Frank Dvorak

Paulette Webber

Leo McPherson

January, February, March 2009

416-298-7571
905-841-5070
416-299-4314
416-293-3221
416-332-8433
416-267-9564
416-293-3498

416-232-8942
416-492-7136
905-841-5070
416-564-8737
416-267-1558
416-299-4314
416-298-7571

416-332-8433
416-564-8737
416-299-4314
416-298-7571
416-299-4314
416-298-7571
905-881-1784
416-298-7571
416-293-3498
416-293-3498

Ben Loughlin
416-751-3398
416-293-3221
416-266-2933
416-691-6352

416-293-3498/416-438-8583

416-292-6125
416-292-5059
416-293-0872
416-293-0872
office@rcl614.com
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